PENINSULAR MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE

IS SINGAPORE FOOD
REALLY BLAND?

2B KUALA LUMPUR

JOHOR BAHRU
g ESINGHPDHE



CALLED BLAND OR LACKING TASTE - SHARE OF RAEVIEWS

OF 4 DISHES, ONLY
CHAR KWAY TEOW IS
CLEARLY BLANDER IN SINGAPORE.

CHAR KWAY TEOW

NASI LEMAK

kLanG uaLLey [N c %

CHICKEN RICE

sINGAPORE [ 5 %
kLanG vaLLEy [ S o

BAK KUT TEH

Share of every review read (10,409 reviews of 534 places, pulled 18 October

2026) that calls the dish bland or lacking taste; two AI reads agree. Rounded
down.



CALLED BLAND OR LACKING TASTE - SHARE OF RAEVIEWS

CHAR KWAY TEOW:
SINGAPORE'S IS CALLED
BLAND THREE TIMES AS OFTEN.

CHAR KWAY TEOW
PENANG - 4%
KLANG UALLEY _ 7%

Share of every review read (10,409 reviews of 534 places, pulled 18 October
2026) that calls the dish bland or lacking taste: two AI reads agree. Rounded
down. Penang is the char kway teow side: Klang Ualley shown too.



CALLED BLAND OR LACKING TASTE - SHARE OF RAEVIEWS

NASI LEMAK AND
CHICKEN RICE:
NEARLY A TIE.

NASI LEMAK

CHICKEN RICE

Share of every review read (10,409 reviews of 534 places, pulled 18 October
2026) that calls the dish bland or lacking taste: two AI reads agree. Rounded

down. A side wins only when the other 1s called bland at least half agaln as
otften.



PRAISED FOR A STHONG, FULL TASTE - SHARE OF HEUVIEWS

BAK KUT TEH FLIPS IT:

SINGAPORE'S GETS NEARLY
TWICE THE TASTE PRAISE.

BAK KUT TEH

sincarore [ 2
JOHOR BAHRU _ 12%

Share of reviews praising a strong, full taste (rich, bold, peppery, full of

flavour): two Al reads agree. Called bland: Singapore 7%, Johor Bahru B%. The
full bak kut teh fight is episode #7.



REUVIEWS THAT SAY HOW STHONG THE TASTE IS

SINGAPORE REVIEWS

TALK ABOUT TASTE
MORE OFTEN.

35%

26%

SINGAPORE MALAYSIA

Share of every review read that judges how strong the taste is [(bland, mild,
full or too strong); two Al reads agree. Singapore reviews are longer too

[middle: 60 words for char kway teow, Penang 33). So Singapore gets more
praise and more "bland".



COUNTING ONLY REVIEWS THAT JUDGE THE TASTE

COUNT ONLY THOSE,

AND CHAR KWAY TEOW
STILL LOSES IN SINGAPORE.

CHAR KWAY TEOW

NASI LEMAK

S RE CHICKEN RICE

BAK KUT TEH

Share of the reviews that judge how strong the taste is that call it bland.

The plainest other reason [Singapore reviews say more) doesn't explain char
kway teow away.



WHEN REVIEWS CALL IT BLAND, WHAT IS MISSING

BLAND CHAR KWAY TEOW?
IT'S THE WOK HEI
THAT'S MISSING.

rhe wok Het [ -

THE SAUCE . 5%

THE SAMBAL UOR CHILLI I 1%

THE NOODLES I 1%

Singapore char kway teow reviews that call it bland or one part too weak (111):
the part they name. Penang s are the same: the wok hel comes first there too.



WHAT WEAK OR MIXED TASTE REVIEWS NAME, EACH DISH

IT'S THE DISH'S

OWN PART: THE SMOKE,
THE RICE, THE SOUP.

CHAR KWAY TEOW
THE WOK HEI

NASI LEMAK
THE RICE

CHICKEN RICE
THE RICE

BAK KUT TEH
THE SOUP

The part named most, both sides together, among a9 reviews with weak or
mixed taste jJudgments. 14 reported too little salt.



WHAT EACH SIDE'S VERSION IS PHAILISED FOR

BOTH PRAISE THE SMOKE.
SINGAPORE'S IS ALSO
PRAISED FOR BEING SWEET.

PRAISED FOR THE SMOKE

PRAISED FOR BEING SWEET

siNGAPORE [ 13

PENANG I 1%

Share of reviews praising each taste; two Al reads agree. Singapore's is the
dark, sweet style. A matter of stuyle.



THE TASTES EACH SIDE'S REVIEWS PHAILISE MOST

EACH SIDE WINS
ON ITS OWN TASTE.

SINGAPORE MALAYSIA
@ CHAR KWAY TEOW SMOKY WOK HEI SMOKY WOK HEI
SWEET SPICY
i NASI LEMAK FRAGRANT SPICY
SPICY FRAGRANT
@ CHICKEN RICE FRAGRANT FRAGRANT
SPICY SPICY

BAK KUT TEH PEPPERY HERBAL
HERBAL FRAGRANT

The two tastes each side s reviews prailse most, per dish; two Al reads agree.
Malaysia: Penang, Klang Ualley or Johor Bahru, as above.



CALLED TOO SALTY + PER 100 REVIEWS

"HOLDS BACK ON SALT"?
TOO SALTY: A BIT LESS
IN SINGAPORE.

SINGAPORE MALAYSIA

All four dishes, per 100 reviews read; two Al reads agree. Uf o9 reviews with
weak or mixed taste judgments, 14 reported too little salt. Holds back for
health 1s what 4 Heddlt comments sald, not a finding.



WHERE REVIEWS PHAISE THE FLAUVUDUR MOST - CHAR KWAY TEOW

CHAR KWAY TEOW: WHERE
THE FLAUOUR 1IS.

SINGAPORE

CHUAN KEE FRIED KWAY TEOW
WHAMPOA - 13 OF 280 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

ANG MO KIO FRIED KWAY TEOW
ANG MO KIO - 11 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

o 6 6

OLD ZION ROAD HAWKER CENTRE FRIED
KWwAY TEOW
ZION ROAD - 11 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

PENANG

TSAN CHAR KOAY TEOW @ CHOWRASTA
GEORGE TOWN - 12 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

¢ @

MING QIN CHARCHOL DUCK EGG CHAR KOAY
TEOW
BUKIT MERTAJAM - 11 OF 28 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

ANGBOH CHAR KOAY TEOW
GEORGE TOWN - 10 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

@

Places whose 20 most relevant reviews most often praise a strong, full taste
[3 or more: two Al reads agree). Named only for what reviews praise. Not a
ranking of the best.



WHERE REVIEWS PHRAISE THE FLAUOUR MOST - NASI LEMAK

NASI LEMAK: WHERE
THE FLAUOUR 1IS.

SINGAPORE

ALIFF NASI LEMAK
SERANGOON GARDENS - 12 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

SPICY WIFE NASI LEMAK
AMOY STREET - 11 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

D'AUTHENTIC NASI LEMAK
MARINE PARADE - 10 OF 28 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

KLANG VALLEY

@ NASI LEMAK BURUNG HANTU
TTDI - 9 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

NASI LEMAK CINTA SAYANG
SHAH ALAM - 6 OF 28 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

NALE - THE NASI LEMAK COMPANY
I-CITY, SHAH ALAM - 6 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

Places whose 20 most relevant reviews most often praise a strong, full taste
[3 or more: two Al reads agree). Named only for what reviews praise. Not a
ranking of the best.



WHERE REVIEWS PHAISE THE FLAVDUR MOST - CHICKEN RICE

CHICKEN RICE: WHERE
THE FLAUOUR 1IS.

SINGAPORE

JI ZAI JI GOLDEN MILE HAINANESE
BONELESS CHICKEN RICE
GOLOEN MILE - 8 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

MARGARET DRIVE SIN KEE CHICKEN RICE
HOLLAND DRIVE - B OF 28 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

¢’%% MR HAINAN VIVOCITY
HARBOURFRONT - 8 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

KLANG VALLEY

o

1y NASI AYAM SUNGAI BULOH
SUNGAI BULOH - 9 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

BUKIT BINTANG - 6 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

3
¢ NASI AYAM HAINAN CHEE MENG

NAM HEONG CHICKEN RICE
CHINATOWN, KL - 5 OF 28 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

Places whose 20 most relevant reviews most often praise a strong, full taste
[3 or more: two Al reads agree). Named only for what reviews praise. Not a
ranking of the best.



WHERE REVIEWS PRAISE THE FLAUDUR MOST - BAK KUT TEH

BAK KUT TEH: WHERE
THE FLAUOUR 1IS.

SINGAPORE

NG AH SIO BAK KUT TEH
TAI SENG - 18 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

OUTRAM PARK YA HUA BAK KUT TEH
KEPPEL - 18 OF 28 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

SONG FA BAK KUT TEH
NORTHPOINT CITY, YISHUN - 18 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

JOHOR BAHRU

YAP SENG BAK KUT TEH
NUSA BESTARI - 11 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

WANG JI BAH KUT TEH
KSL CITY - 7 OF 280 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

RESTORAN AH PENG BAK KUT TEH
BUKIT INDAH - 7 OF 20 REVIEWS PRAISE A STRONG TASTE

Places whose 20 most relevant reviews most often praise a strong, full taste
[3 or more: two Al reads agree). Named only for what reviews praise. Not a
ranking of the best.



